= 161 Main Street, East Berlin 

i 61888 

“Northridge” 

Mary North (1843-1907) & Thomas A Bunce (1834- 
1908). He was a tobacco dealer and a blacksmith. The 
house was built in 1888 by Mary O. Bunce. Mary 
Bunce was the biggest real estate developer in East 
Berlin in the 1880s and 1890s. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 161 Main Street, East Berlin was built in 1888 by Mary O. Bunce. Married to Thomas 
Bunce, a blacksmith, Mary Bunce was the largest real estate 
developer in East Berlin in the 1880s and 1890s. The house is 
part of a 10-acre parel she acquired from Levi North in 1885 
and subdivided into house lots. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, 
Connecticut. Survey # 067 


1888 Mary Bunce Italian villa 
current owner: Raymond & Karen Emmons 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1900 current owners: Andrew Davis & Carol Stober 


Genealogy 


Thomas A Bunce 
(1834-1908) son of George Bunce and Harriet Bulkley. He 
was a tobacco dealer and a blacksmith. In 1862 he 
married Mary North (1843-1907) the daughter of Levi 
North and Ann Taylor. They had two sons: William and 
Charles. They are buried in Wilcox Cemetery. 


Northridge about 1910 
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IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ! 1 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION ema Pei ie iqz pis 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 }auao:| 

(203) 566-3005 DISTRICT iF NR, SPECIFY 


#08 Ds Cnr | Ly acto! — L) Potentict 


1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 


Mary 0. Bunce House 


TOWN: CITY ILLAG OUNTY 
East Berlin | Hartford 


2 NO NUMBER (andor location) 
161 Main Street 17-4/151A/36A 
@OWNERIS) Raymond R. 8 
Emmons, Karen E, = x East Berlin 06023 C)pubtic [X] privote 


[} (Preseni) Vitistorte) 
Residence Residence 


i} * a 
RGCESSIBILITY| eo ef, MERI ACCESSELE eT 
TO PuBLic:| [_] ves K] No Lives  BOno 


OF BUILDIN DATE O ONSTRUCTION 


Italian Villa 1888 
5. RIALS) (Indicate use or location when appropriate) h 
& Clapboord 0 Asbestos Siding J Brick eid 
| Wood Shingle ‘ie Asphalt Siding 0 Fieldstone 
DO Boord & Batten 0 Stucco 0 Cobblestone 
Aluminum Concrete Cut ston 
Siding Type: Type: : S e da 
. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


(x) Wood frame D Post ond beam O balloon 


Oo Load bearing masonry OD Structural iron or steel 


LD other (Specify) 
0. ROOF (Type) 


0 Goble Xk) Flor O Mansard O Monitor & sowtooth 
0 Gombrel O Shed E} Hip Oo Round Tha 


(Material) 


Roll 
J Wood Shingle OD Aspholt O Tin O Slote iG) Gable end to the street 


Other 


(ad Asphots shingle [_) puiteup () Tite TD) iSpecity) [1] Ridge porolle! to the street 


11, NUMBER OF STORIES| APPROXIMATE OIMENSIONS 


2 37" x 34" (main portion)’ 
ONDITION (Nirue tural) Theater) 
O Excellent ik] Good O Foir oO Deteriorated O Excellent &) Good oO Foir O Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY (Len ation) CAleratins) IF YES, EXPLAIN - 
iginal 7, 

one Dnsves fs] Yes LA] No = 

REL D OUTBUILDIN OR LAND PE F TURES . 
Q Born O Shed O Garage x Other londscope features or buildings (Specify) 


On knoll behind row of large evergreens 


ia ey 0 Shop a) Gorden 


15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT A 
O Open land Viood: od) Residential D Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- i 
0 Commercial trial (9 Rurol x) High building density 
Te INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILOING AND SURROUNDINGS 


In area of East Berlin with many Victorian houses. 


PHOTO 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) °| COMPILED BY 


SIGNIFICANCE 


ICES 


PHOTOGRAPHER - 

HRC 
NEGATIVE ON FILE 

NAM DATE 

Historic Resource Consuttarrs 

One RAID y - 


i . 
an Dyke A’ 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Mary O. Bunce House has a four-bay facade with a three-story rec- 
tilinear tower projecting from the third bay. The tower contains the 
main entry. The double-paneled entry doors have a glazed, segmental- 
arched transom and are protected by a flat-roofed entry shelter on 
plain jigsaw consoles. Windows have wide molded surrounds with down- 
ward-extended verticals and are generally fitted with 6-over-6 sash. 
Windows in the bay to the right of the tower are narrower and are 
fitted with 1-over-1 sash. The tower, which is topped by a hipped roof, 
has a flat-arched second-floor window with a central panel suggesting 
a keyblock, and twin round-arched windows with molded keyblock sur- 
rounds on the third story. Both the main and tower-roof cornices are 
molded and feature wide overhanging eaves with jigsaw mutules. A 
verticle-board barn has a square flat-roofed cupola with round- 

sted nave 


re atcie ereRat= =" and ears 6 = 
‘ BUILD 


1 KI ORICAL OR RCHI U L POR 


The Mary 0. Bunce House is architecturally significant as Berlin's 
finest extant example of the Italian Villa style, popular from about 
1850 to 1890. Based on the picturesque houses of the Italian country- 
side, large Italian Villa houses are known for their asymmetrical 
massing, towers, and wide, bracketed eaves. This example has the 
rectilinear plan found in most smaller examples, but the large, off- 
center tower and the narrower windows of the right bay give it a 
definite asymmetry. 


Mary 0. Bunce, who lived with her blacksmith husband Thomas A. Bunce, 
was perhaps the largest trader in East Berlin real estate during the 
boom years of the nearby Berlin Iron Bridge Company in the 1880s and 
90s. In 1885, she bought a 10-acre parcel from Levi North and sub- 
divided it into house lots. This house was on part of the North land, 
and was probably built about 1888. : 


1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 39:620 (1888) 


